BOOK VI
EDUCATION AND LEARNING

CHAPTER XVI

EDUCATION

Subjects of Study

Kalidasa has dealt exhaustively, directly and indirectly, with subjects of study,
teacher, student life, life in the hermitages which were the centres of education,
sciences and other literature. This description; however, is traditional, although
much of it may have been an incident of his own age. He has referred to the
subjects of study by the word Vidjdb1. Vidyas comprised of four kinds2. At
another place3 he refers to three Vidyas only on which Mallinatha quotes Kau-
tilya and Kamandaka4, while at yet another we find mention of fourteen Vidyas5
as\ve shall see below. Kautilya also refers to four Vidyas. The poet does not
specifically refer to these courses of study but the YMmandaka Nztisara enumerates
them which we find quoted by the commentator while explaining the phrase
catasrab vidyab? According to Kamandaka7 the course of study were the follow-
ing four, namely, (i) ^Anvlksikl, logic, systems of philosophy and metaphysics;
(2) Trayt9ihe three Vedas, their sections, sub-sections and appendages; (3) Vartd,
agriculture, trade and commerce, pastures and rearing of the cattle; and (4) Dan-
dcimti^ statecraft, the science of government and administration. The school
of Manu (Manava) accepts only three sciences, namely, the triple Vedas, Varta
and Dandaniti and thinks that Anvlksikl is nothing but a special branch of the
Vedas8. According to Brhaspati there are only two sciences, namely, Varta
and Dandaniti9. The school of Usanas declares that there is only one science,
that of Government10. "But Kautilya holds that four, and only four, are the
sciences11." Thus Kautilya agrees with Kalidasa in his enumeration of the Vidyas.
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